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At the lowa PVA Christmas Party on December 12, three veterans were
presented with Quiltof Valor Thes e beauti f ul A wo
by Jan Jordan and were presented to these veterans in a heart touching

ceremony.Pictured above (from left to right): Jon Schneidér President of
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the lowa Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America, Colin Jordan, Jan J rdanp

Larry Clayton and Bob BarnaddMember of the lowa PVA Board of
Directors. The presentation was attended by approximately 90 people!!!

was a memorable ceremony and these three veterans were very deservjng of

this honor.

For more information on th@uilts of Valorand the history of these three
reci pients, please see Kim Goul
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A Message From The President
Jon R. Schneider
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President
VA hospitals outperform private hospitals in most markets, according to Dartmouth study Jon R. Schneider

Thought many of you would find this recent N

JRS

Vice President

WASHINGTON 8 According t ind dent Dartmouth stud tl blished this week
ccording to an independent Dartmouth study recently published this yee Kenneth E. Lloyd

in Annals of Internal MedicineDepartment of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospitals outperform
private hospitals in most health care markets throughout the country.

Secretary
AThis is proof that the hard work and de|§i StevenAnBripkmeyar
in the |lives of our nationds Veterans, 0 aid VA Secret 8
work weodore doing for Veterans under Pres|{dentTreasurgipos |
best quality of care that they have earnl¢d tDuaned.ghiderese i

Dartmouth researchers assessed 121 regional health care markets with at least one VA fgdili
and one notVA hospital in conjunction wittHospital Compare data public database that rarjks BOARD OF DIRECTORS
hospitals on quality measures like mortality rates and patient safety indicators.

Oscar Ballard
Robert Barnard

According to the findings, VA hospitals provided the best care in most referral regions and farely Michael L. Brady

provided inadequate care.VHA hospitals provided the best care in most referral regions apd | onn J. Cunningham

rarely provided the worst care. VHA hospitals provided the best care in most referral regigns and David R. Graham

rarely provided the worst care. o
Keith Harvey

One the most notable findings in study showed VA hospitals were the best or above averdde for Larry M. Phillips

treating heart attacks, heart failure and pneumonia. Additionally, VA ranked best in local markets

at least half the time for measures including death rates among patients with serious compicdNATIONAL DIRECTOR

tions after surgery; collapsed lung due to medical treatment; broken hip from a fall after syrpery; Kenneth E. Lloyd

and bloodstream infections after surgery.

0

While VA supports most of the study's findings, the agency does not agree with the authofq' SPORTS DIRECTOR
stance on community care, which ignores the fact that for decades it has served as a vital|tpol for ~Joyce Ellens
ensuring VA has the ability to provide Veterans the best, most timely health care possible{ fnd

that it enjoys strong bipartisan support, as evidenced by passage of the MISSION Act. VA 4s CHAPTER RECORDER

been offering community care since the World War Il era, starting with thevimans Gretchen Baldwin
Administration's Hometown Program that began in 1945. Former Secretary David Shulkin]was
a staunch advocate for community care and sought to increase its role at VA, arguing that OFFICE STAFF

competition with private providers is necessary for VA facilities to improve continuously.

Former Secretary Bob McDonald also underscored the importance of this option for Veterpps. Executive Director

Kimberly J. Gould

To learn more about the study visttp://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2718687/veterdrealth
administratiorhospitalsoutperformnonveteranshealthadministratiorhospitals

Office Manager
Gretchen Baldwin

On November 29, our chapter was visited by National PVA NATIONAL SERVICE
Vice President Liaison Tammy Jones. Mrs. Jones attended OFFICE

our quarterly SCI/D team meeting with the Des Moines VA Gus Gonzalez
team in the morning. In the afternoon, she attended our ;
November Board of Directors meeting. At this meeting, she Judy Keeling
ikni ghtedo Chapter President Jon5]§'§%%7é44der
him with a plague from National PVA recognizing his 30 800-795-3602

years serving PVA as our President. This was a surprise to

iSiro Jon and a very nice g¢e$ NEWSLETHER EDTOR

Jonds tenure but the | owa Chapt &fefcBenBaldwig ar
membership.
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http://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2718687/veterans-health-administration-hospitals-outperform-non-veterans-health-administration-hospitals
https://data.medicare.gov/data/archives/hospital-compare
http://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2718687/veterans-health-administration-hospitals-outperform-non-veterans-health-administration-hospitals
http://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2718687/veterans-health-administration-hospitals-outperform-non-veterans-health-administration-hospitals
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From the Desk of the National Director

Kenny Lloyd
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The Great Deer Hunt

Wow! What a great time | had at the Great Deer Hunt. | got a lot more than just to go deer hun
started out with the flagaising and | was amazed at the people from this community for coming
meet us. When we left the hotel we had a police escort to downtown Miami, Oklahoma. Every ca
met was stopped along the side of the road. When we got downtown, we were supposed to get

ing. We
put to
that we
but of our

vans and roll down the street but since it was raining we stayed in our vehicles. Despite the rain tijere were

townds people standing out in the rain watch
elementary and high schools performing for us. | was inspired by the dedication these people ha
veterans. Now this flagaising was amazing too. The flag was five stories tall. It went from the top
building to the bottom. | have never seen a flag so big.

i ng
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The meals at this event were very good. If anybody went away hungry it was their own fault. We
meals a day. The last meal of the event was different than | have ever had. We had hog trough
you are probably thinking this was like a regular stew but this stew had different kinds of meat,
ears of corn, cabbage, and carrots. There was an actual hog trough sitting on the tables and
brought the stew in, it was not in pans like you would think but in a cream can like we used when
milking cows. They poured the stew in the hog trough and served up the stew for us. | can tell yq
very good.

After the first day, we were ready to hunt at the Dalrymple farm. We ate a hearty breakfast and
were paired up with our guides for the weekend. One of the volunteers and coordinators of the gu
Eads, had paired me with his stepson Bill. Bob paired me with a great guide. | was able to shoot a
a doe for this hunt. That first day | bagge
l uck the rest of the day getting my doe but
the afternoon.

The last night there, we were honored by different volunteers and sponsors of the Great Deer Hu
say, some of the speeches were very emotional for me. As writing this article today, | am still
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u it was

then we
|des, Bob
buck and
d my
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ht. I must
lost for

words of what all those people did for the veterans that participated in this event. | so appreciate What they

did and cannot say thank you enough to all the volunteers, staff, sponsors, and especially to Jack
Dalrymple, Bill Kokendoffer, Bob Eads and his stepson Bill. | will never forget the great time | had
Deer Hunt.
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