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B A 

39 th  NATIONAL  

VETERANS  

WHEELCHAIR GAMES  

July 11 -16, 2019  

Louisville, KY  

Iowa Chargers Team:   Keith Harvey, Robert Juarez, David Graham, Joyce Ellens, Michael Brady and Loren Strong.   

(Not Pictured: David Eddington) 

See article on Page 10 for details about the games! 
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A Message From The President  

Jon R. Schneider  

SUPPORT THE IOWA PVA  
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter relies solely on private donations 

and receives NO government funding!  Your contribution is 100% tax deductible, 

as we are a 501(c)(3) corporation. Support by individual donors and businesses 

enable us to make our services FREE to members. Please support our mission  

through a direct  donation to: 

Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter, 7025 Hickman Rd, Suite #1 

Urbandale, IA  50322 

BACK TALK  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

August 21, 2019 
 

VA modifies smoke-free policies at health care  

facilities to include workers aimed at increasing the quality 

of care for Veterans 
 

As part of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairsô (VA) commitment to a smoke-free health care environment 

for Veterans, in October, the department will extend its smoke-free policies to include employees at its health 

care facilities. 
 

This follows the departmentôs June 10 announcement of a new policy restricting smoking by  

patients, visitors, volunteers, contractors and vendors at its health care facilities. The integration of these two 

efforts guarantees a fully smoke-free environment for Veterans. 
 

ñThis policy change is consistent with our mission to promote a healthy environment for patients,  

visitors and employees at our facilities and is an important element of improving our health care  

system,ò said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. ñIt will reduce the harmful effects of smoking, including exposure 

to second and third-hand smoke, as well as increase safety and reduce fire hazards caused by smoking.ò 
 

The VA has collaborated with key stakeholders to update and recertify the employee policy to be consistent 

with departmentôs commitment to Veterans and the community. Implementation of the employee smoke-free 

policy will be completed no later than January 2020 based on employee  

union-negotiated timelines. 
 

The Veterans Health Administrationôs (VHA) smoke-free policy applies to cigarettes, cigars, pipes, any other 

combustion of tobacco and non-Federal Drug Administration approved electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

including but not limited to electronic or e-cigarettes, vape pens or e-cigars. 
 

To learn more about health risks associated with smoking, visit the Surgeon Generalôs website at 

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/tobacco/index.html or https://smokefree.gov/. 

 

VHA has resources and programs to assist employees in their smoke free journey and these can be found at the 

following VHA website at https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/quit-tobacco/ 

 

For additional information about the policy visit 

https://vaww.va.gov/vhapublications/admin/ViewPublication.asp?Pub_ID=8424. 

 

I found this recent News Release and thought many of you would be interested in reading 

it.  As many of you may have noticed, the smoking shacks at the Des Moines VA have been 

removed.  This is a movement for better health.     -JRS 
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From the Desk of the National Director  

Kenny Lloyd  

                                                    Iowa Chapter Trapshoot 
 

This is our sixth year for doing the trapshoot in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and I believe they are getting 

better every year. We had forty eight shooters participating at our event.  Not all of them shot all 

three hundred rounds but may have only shot two hundred rounds. When you shoot at our  

trapshooting event, you have the option to shoot separately at singles, handicap and/or doubles. 

Each event you must shoot one hundred rounds and most of our shooters do shoot all three   

hundred rounds for the weekend.  
 

Before the trapshoot that weekend we have a pistol shoot competition. The winner was Brian  

Delaney from the Cal-Diego Chapter and the second place winner was Dave David from the  

Wisconsin Chapter.  For the first time, our Iowa chapter had an Iowa Team consisting of Kim 

Gould, Oscar Ballard, Scott Miller, Melanie Sickles and me. Our team did not place, but hopefully 

next year with some practice; we can place at some of the shoots.  
 

Below are the winners of our shoot. 
 

Final Placements  
High Overall            Dave David  

High Overall SCI     Hank Ebert  
 

                                           1st                                            2nd  

A/ Long Yardage  Monte Kloubec   No Second Place  

B/ Mid yardage  Paul Carlson   Mark Hawn  

Short Yardage Ryan Hovak   Jacob Lynch  
 

Singles  

A Class  Brad Prull   Carson Bader  

B Class   Joe Prudden   Errol Lindsey  

C Class   Whitney Prudden  No Second Place  

D Class   Jim Anderson   Cameron Kelso  
 

Doubles  

A Class  Kevin O'Connor  Steve Wagner  

B Class   John Pilotte    No Second Place  

C Class  Jim Simon   Kelley Prull  

D Class  Maddie Prull   Scotty Poehler 
 

To be eligible for the year end prizes you must go to three events. This year, I attended the North 

Central Chapter, Vaughn Chapter and our shoot.  I came in first place for the year in Class D for 

Doubles.  
 

If you are interested in shooting with us, please contact the chapter at 1-888-909-4782 or me at 

515-570-1402. 
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From the Desk of Kim Gould  

National Preparedness Month 

We received the following information from Susan Prokop, National Advocacy Director Paralyzed Veterans of America.  It is directed to 

the chapters, but has very good contact information for our members as well.  If you find yourself a victim of a disaster, feel free to  

contact us at the Chapter or contact your local NSO.  Many would be more comfortable seeking help on your own.  The resources below 

are great places to start. 

 

September is National Preparedness Month to promote family and community disaster and emergency planning now and throughout the 

year. The 2019 theme is Prepared, Not Scared. Be Ready for Disasters. In that spirit, this seemed like a good time to remind chapters and 

staff about the resources and contacts in their communities to assist people with disabilities in an emergency. As you know, most emergency 

preparation and response efforts are handled at the state and local levels and there is a certain degree of responsibility that falls on            

individuals when mass disasters occur. A wealth of information about emergency preparation, response and recovery can be found at 

Ready.gov. 

Disaster Preparedness at the Local and State Level  

 

Partner with your local/state disability coalition - If your chapter has not previously connected with allies in the disability community, 

you should reach out to your local Center for Independent Living (CIL) or Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) - [a directory for 

local CILs and SILCs can be found at www.ilru.org  ] or to your state Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system [a directory for which 

can be found at https://www.acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability -networks/state-protection-advocacy-systems ]. SILCs and CILS 

have become increasingly active in disaster preparation and response because they are the cross-disability organizations most likely to be 

called upon by local governments in a major disaster.  

Contact your State and Territorial level resources ï This page contains contact information for state and territorial emergency            

management agencies and offices - https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies. There, you will find an alphabetical listing by 

state and territory with phone numbers and websites for each office. Officials at these agencies should be able to connect your chapter with 

the individuals responsible for addressing the needs of people with disabilities in an emergency. 

 

Disaster Preparedness at the Regional Level 

 

Reach out to the FEMA Regional Disability Integration Specialist - Each regional office for the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) is supposed to have a Regional Disability Integration Specialist (RDIS) tasked with ensuring that people with disabilities 

are included in preparation, response and recovery plans. Your chapter should consider contacting the RDIS in your state to develop  

relationships with these individuals through invitations to your meetings or other community events. Below is a list of these regional       

disability integration specialists and while some positions are vacant, you can contact the nearest RDIS for referral to an alternative official 

in your region or check with your state emergency management agency. 

 

Rodney Garrott - Chicago Region    Georgette Wallace - Kansas City Region 

External Affairs Director     External Affairs 

Desk: 312-408-4492     Cell:  202-549-5681 

Cell: 202-704-5429     Georgette.wallace@fema.dhs.gov 

Rodney.garrott@fema.dhs.gov 

Federal Resources 

 

Department of Homeland Security - This link - https://www.dhs.gov/civil-rights-emergencies-and-disasters - connects to a website for the 

Department of Homeland Securityôs (DHS) Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties that contains resources for ensuring nondiscrimination 

in disaster preparation, response and recovery. It includes: 

¶ Materials from Listening Sessions in Areas of Past Disasters 

¶ Recommendations for Emergency Managers for Improving the Delivery of Disaster Assistance to Survivors with Disabilities 

¶ Other Resources for Ensuring Nondiscrimination in Disaster Preparation, Response, and Recovery 

¶ Requesting Technical Assistance 

¶ Filing a Complaint 

¶ Training Materials and Webinars 

 

Department of Veterans Affairs  - Although the VAôs role in natural disasters and catastrophic emergencies is to provide support to the 

Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and DHS, it nevertheless seeks to ensure the preservation of its health system operations 

and that veterans continue to receive all assistance to which they are entitled. In the event of a natural disaster in your area, the Veterans  

Crisis Line - 1-800-273-8255 ï connects to aid available from the VA. More information about the VAôs SCI/D outreach program, housing 

assistance from the VA, medical equipment support and other help in a disaster for veterans and their families can be found at 

https://www.disasterassistance.gov/information/veterans. 

 

Some VA medical centers and VISNs have also put out preparedness information such as this from VISN 8 - 

https://www.visn8.va.gov/hurricane_tips.asp - with tips about ñgo packsò, family hurricane survival kits, what to do after the storm and 

more. Check your own VISN website for similar information.  

http://www.ilru.org
https://www.acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/state-protection-advocacy-systems
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies
https://www.dhs.gov/civil-rights-emergencies-and-disasters
tel:18002738255
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/information/veterans
https://www.visn8.va.gov/hurricane_tips.asp
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