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Our 2015 Annual Dinner & Awards  
Banquet was held on Friday,  

October 9th, at the Ramada Inn  
Convention Center. 
 

The Donald H. Gerdom Award was  
presented to the DLR Group for their  

design of your new  
office space and office furniture. 

The  Keith M. Griggs Award was  
presented to the Cedar Rapids Eagle 
Riders for their extensive fundraising  

efforts. 

Lee Ann Kauzlarich and Kim Payne  
presented a check to the Iowa Chapter in 

memory of their husband and father,  
William Kauzlarich.   

And, finally, the recipient of the          
Jon R. Schneider Chapter Award was  
presented by complete surprise to our 
Executive Director, Kim Gould, for her 
passion and leadership in serving our 

Nation’s heroes. 
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A Message From The President 

Jon R. Schneider 

I found a very interesting article recently by Robert Weiner and Autumn Kelly.  Below are 

some of the highlights. 

 

Vets Shouldn't Have to Start With Charities 
 

Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert McDonald told the National Press Club and 

world media some weeks ago that he has made progress against delays, but even higher      

demand for services is making the situation worse - and that instead of 300,000 appointments 

waiting over 30 days, that number is now 500,000. He added, "If there is more demand, all we 

are doing is trying to match." He pleaded for budget support and said, "Congress holds the 

keys. Congress provides the benefits and funds them." 

 

As the country learned in the latest blockbuster report on VA delays, 307,000 is more than just 

a few veterans who died while trying to sign up for benefits. The ones now deceased,   accord-

ing to the House Veterans' Affairs Committee findings, were among 800,000 applications still 

coded as "pending." 

 

Twenty-two veterans take their own life every day. Nonprofit foundations cannot be relied on 

to do the government's job when more veterans are dying on American soil than combat      

soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

Less than half of veterans are enrolled in veterans benefits programs, and only 3.8 million  

veterans are granted disability benefits. More than 50,000 veterans that served in Iraq and   

Afghanistan suffer from battle wounds and 1,500 are amputees; 83 percent lost one or both 

legs. 

 

Donations given to veteran charities are not solely spent on helping veterans. In 2013, ten   

employees of The Wounded Warrior Project earned more than $150,000 a year, with CEO  

Steven Nardizzi's salary at $333,000, more than the secretary of defense ($200,000) and even 

more than members of Congress ($175,000). Administrative and salary issues aside, the      

bottom line is, wounded veterans should not be left to seek charity -- as worthy as any organi-

zation might be -- as their only option when the federal government should be caring for its 

returning soldiers. 

 

According to a VA survey, only 41 percent of veterans said they understood their benefits plan 

"a lot" or even "somewhat"; 42 percent of veterans who had never used their health care  

benefits said they were not aware of those benefits or did not know how to apply. 

 

We cannot expect a plane ride to be an adequate transition back to civilian life. The campaign 

bluster to help veterans should become action by Congress and the next president. 

 

 

JRS 
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by Kenny Lloyd 

National Director 

 

Mid-Fall Board of Directors Meeting  
By Kenny Lloyd 

 

This year's Paralyzed Veterans of America’s Mid-Fall Board meeting was held in Phoenix, Arizona. Before the meeting, I went 

to a trapshoot in Tucson, AZ. This was the first time for me to shoot at the Arizona Chapter Shoot and they had a great trap club. 

I was placed on the Arizona Chapter’s team and the team was able to obtain second place. I want to say thank you to the Arizona 

team for allowing me to shoot on their team. 

 

Our Mid-Fall board meeting was held for three days. The directors had received all the reports from the Executive Committee 

and the national staff before we ever got to the meeting. There are sometimes updates when we meet but most of the time there 

aren't. The directors get the chance to ask questions about the reports at the meeting or if there are any other concerns they may 

have at the time. 

 

There were two guest speakers: 

1. Marine Sergeant Major Bryan Battaglia, the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and also senior noncom-

missioned officer in the United States Armed Forces; and 

2. Major General James Jackson, United States Army (Retired) Director, Vietnam War 50th Commemoration. Major Gen-

eral Jackson presented each Vietnam Era Veteran at the Board meeting with a Vietnam War 50th Commemoration pin. 

 

There were eight resolutions submitted, of which five passed, one sent to committee, one failed and one withdrawn. Below are 

the results. 

 

   15-N-1 PVA Convention Debate Rules Certification  Passed 

   15-N-2 Bylaws Amendment for Executive Committee 

  Member Suspension     Passed 

   15-N-3 Announcement of the Board of Directors  Passed 

   15-N-4 Substitute National Director    Passed 

   15-N-5 Executive Committee Member Suspension Procedures Passed 

   15-N-6 PVA Medical Requirements for Membership  Sent to           

                                                                                                           Committee 

   15-N-7 Chapter Grant Appeal     Failed  

   15-N-8 Adjust G.I.V.E Thrift Store Agreement   Withdrawn 

 

If anyone has any questions, you can call me at 515-570-1402. 

SHOTGUN DEER HUNT   12/12 - 12/13/15 

 

THE ANNUAL IPVA DEER HUNT WILL BE HELD 12/12 - 12/13 AT THE LLOYD FAMILY FARM IN 

UNION, IA.  THIS EVENT IS ALWAYS A GOOD TIME, WITH GOOD HUNTING AND LUNCHES  

PROVIDED BY PAULINE LLOYD. 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US, PLEASE CALL KENNY LLOYD AT 515-570-1402 BY 11/28/15 TO 

REGISTER.  
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Iowa PVA Officers and Board of Directors for 2015-2016 

 

    President -    Jon R. Schneider 

    Vice President -   Kenneth E. Lloyd 

    Secretary -    Steven A. Brinkmeyer 

    Treasurer -    Duane Frideres 

    Board of Directors -   Michael L. Brady 

        Lonn J. Cunningham 

        David R. Graham 

        Larry M. Phillips 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

 

Kim Gould 

The first week of November, I attended the  National PVA Mid-Fall Board of Directors Meeting in Phoenix, AZ.  As part of 

these meetings, we were provided a presentation from James T. Jackson, Major General, USA Ret.  This presentation was a  

prelude to a very moving Vietnam War Veterans Commemoration Ceremony. 

 

As Major Jackson stated, times are changing and have been for those who serve or have served in the military, for the better. 

Times are especially changing for the Vietnam Veteran, who once returned home to their country that looked down upon their 

actions, actions they were not in control of. 

The Vietnam War was one of the most ugly wars in American history, with poor decisions by the government, re-institution of 

the draft,  the use of chemical weapons, the large number of deaths, and the lack of support for the troops on the home front. The 

Vietnam War is still viewed today as one of the worst    

battles, and America will never be involved in such a war 

ever again as claimed by recent presidents. 

When the Vietnam Veterans returned home from Vietnam, 

they were not welcomed with open arms like soldiers are 

today; instead they were forgotten and treated like worth-

less individuals as they were called names, discriminated 

and even spit on by their fellow countrymen. Vietnam   

Veterans returned to their country with many physical and 

psychological disabilities that would go unnoticed for the 

coming years. The U.S. government lacked in preparation 

to help these returning veterans transition back into the  

civilian world, as many Vietnam Veterans found them-

selves on their own with little information to direct them on 

how to get help for the disabilities they had brought back 

from the battle field. 

 

This ceremony was intended as a long overdue welcome 

home to these Vietnam Veterans.  They each received a pin 

and a certificate.  It was an honor to even be in the room to 

witness this. 
 

Kim 
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NOVEMBER 

 

   Rex Ball    November 1 

   John Francis    November 2 

   Jerry Barcus    November 7 

   David Moyland   November 7 

   Bob Stephens    November 9 

   Ronald Alberhasky  November 10 

   Kevin Wille    November 10 

   Wayne Admire   November 13 

   Jerry Sandvig   November 14 

   Daniel Sawyer   November 14 

   Blair Legg    November 17 

   Dennis Timp    November 20 

   Gary Rubel    November 22 

   Otis Dearborn   November 25 

   Lisa Neitenbach   November 28 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

   Kurtis Yeoman   December 1 

   Loren Strong   December 2 

   Teresa Hout   December 3 

   Thomas Scoles   December 5 

   Robert Matje   December 8 

   Kenneth Whittaker  December 9 

   John Sykes    December 9 

   Steven King    December 15 

   Michael Brady   December 17 

   Heath Asmussen   December 20 

   Herbert Price   December 23 

   Larry Pint    December 24 

   Marianne Berche   December 28 

 
  

 

Disabled Hunting Opportunities 

 
We were recently contacted by a gentleman named Brent Wesemann.  Mr. Wesemann and his parents live in NE Nebraska and 

would like to offer some hunting opportunities to disabled veterans.   

 

At the moment, they have constructed some enclosed blinds that are raised approximately 7'-9' off of the ground with ladder  

access. They also have ground blinds available. This year they are not really set up for wheelchair hunting; however, they can  

get veterans out in wheelchairs.  These hunters would be in portable ground blinds that really don't offer good vantage points   

for deer. They plan to make at least one raised blind with wheel chair access next summer. 

 

Seasons available to hunt are rifle deer, muzzle loader deer, spring turkey, and pheasant. (The rifle and muzzle loader deer are 

full for the 2015 season). Pheasant hunting is open depending on the weekends that it will be hunted for deer and a couple of 

family hunts planned over the Thanksgiving long weekend and Christmas time. (Wheelchairs would be unable to work in crop 

fields).  Spring turkey season opens in mid-April and goes till the end of May.  There will be mobile ground blinds available for 

use by wheelchair hunters.   

 

If the veteran is not wheelchair bound and Brent’s parents are home, they would love to host them in their home. (House and 

facilities are not wheelchair accessible.) There is also a small motel in town approximately 5 miles from the farm.  

 

The Wesemann’s are not connected with any organization, are not compensated, nor looking for compensation.  If you are inter-

ested in this opportunity, please contact Brent directly at bwesem@hotmail.com or call him at 402-677-5581 between 6-9 pm to 

discuss further details.  

Reading Glasses for our Vets 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America-Iowa Chapter is now the collection point for reading glasses to be  

donated to the Des Moines Veterans Hospital.  These contributions will be very appreciated by our 

hospitalized Veterans so please feel free to drop off at our office at 7025 Hickman Road, Suite 1,  

Urbandale.   

Thank you for your help. 

mailto:bwesem@hotmail.com
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Have you considered  

including Iowa Paralyzed  

Veterans of America  

in your will or trust? 
   

“It takes a notable person to plant a 

seed for a tree that will one day provide 

shade for someone he may never meet” 

 

 

This type of donation will serve as an 

investment in our organization that 

will reap our members benefits for 

many years to come. 

 
SUPPORT THE IOWA PVA 

 

The Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America  

relies solely on private donations and  

receives NO government funding!  Your 

contribution is 100% tax deductible, as we 

are a 501(c)(3) corporation. Support by  

individual donors and businesses enable us 

to make our services FREE to members.   

Please support our  

mission through a direct donation to: 

 

 Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America  

(Iowa PVA) 

7025 Hickman Rd, Suite #1 

Urbandale, IA  50322 

 

Thank you! 

Indianola Home Medical Supply L.L.C. 

207 South Howard St. 

Indianola, IA  50125 
 

Wheelchairs, Scooters, Bathroom Safety and Daily Living Products 

 

Full Service and Parts Department 

 

Home Modifications, Patient Lifts, Entry Ramps, Stair Lifts,  

Porch Lifts, Scooter Lifts and Elevators 

 

Darl Kaldenberg, Manager 

Phone:  515-962-0701 

Fax:  515-962-9251 
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More Photos From the 2015 IPVA Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet 
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IVH Pool Tournament 

TIME: 9 :00AM 

DDATE:  JANUARY 16,  2016  

This event is free and open to anyone who is shooting pool from a wheelchair.   

Please RSVP by January 8th by calling the IPVA office at 888-909-4782 or 515-277-4782.                                                                          

Kim or Linda will be happy to sign you up!  

Come have some fun with us!! 

Location:  Iowa Veterans Home 

 Malloy Building 

    LRC Room 

Participants Invited:  Spinal Cord Injury Research Studies (2) 

A) Interested persons are invited to participate in a study 

to determine if nerve, muscle, and bone can recover 

after spinal cord injury.  Compensation will be pro-

vided. 

 

Study participants may participate in various ways to   

exercise and load the paralyzed extremities. Periodic   

assessment of reflexes, muscle strength, and bone density 

will be taken. The study will include a “control group” of 

individuals who undergo these periodic tests but who do 

not perform the daily exercise protocol. 

 

 

Eligible subjects will have the following characteristics: 

  1)  Spinal cord injury between C4 and T12 

  2)  Unable to move the legs 

  3)  Have impaired feeling in the legs 

  4)  Be at least 14 years old. 

B) Interested persons are invited to participate in a study  

to determine if the negative metabolic consequences of 

spinal cord injury can be prevented or reversed.      

Compensation will be provided. 

 

Study participants will perform electrical muscle stimula-

tion of one or both legs on 5 days per week. Periodic      

assessment of reflexes, muscle strength, muscle proteins 

and bone proteins will be performed. The study will include 

a “control group” of individuals who undergo these peri-

odic tests but who do not perform the daily exercise proto-

col.  Participation in the study will last for 6 months. 

 

Eligible subjects will have the following characteristics: 

  1)  Spinal cord injury between C5 and T12 

  2)  Unable to move the legs 

  3)  Have impaired feeling in the legs 

  4)  Be at least 18 years old. 

Interested individuals are invited to contact the study coordinator, Dr. Shauna Dudley-Javoroski at 319-356-8203,  

or at shauna-dudley@uiowa.edu. 
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There is a lot going on at the end of the year.  We know you are busy, but we are hoping you will take the time to read this article and 

help Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter increase their donations. 

 Welcome Back! Do you have supporters who used to use iGive regularly but haven't in a  while? Check your list of supporters 

and let the dormant ones know that a $100 purchase before November 15 means an extra $5 donation for Paralyzed Veterans of     

Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter. 

 New Supporter?  If you do online shopping, why not use iGive?  It’s easy so why not provide additional donations for our  

Chapter while shopping online?  All you have to do is go to the iGive website, sign up, choose Paralyzed Veterans of America-Iowa 

Chapter, and begin shopping from those places you normally shop from online.  The only catch is that you must log in to iGive and 

then choose the store you wish to order from.  Remember, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our cause (on average 3%). 

The stores pay for it all - we never pay more. Spread the word. 

 New Member $5 Bonus November 7-20  It’s a return of a favorite - recruit new iGive members for Paralyzed Veterans of 

America - Iowa Chapter. All they have to do is join between November 7-20, 2015 and try the Button within two days of joining. If 

the Button stays "phoning home" through 2/15/16, they'll earn you a $5 bonus. ((Remember the iGive Button is for desktop and    

laptop computers.)) 

 31 Days of Giving December 1-31  Contest for your supporters -- iGive members post their favorite holiday pictures on the 

iGive page on Facebook and Instagram. Fans will vote with "likes". Top 3 win on both Instagram and Facebook!  

 

*SEE PAGE 19 FOR MORE DETAILS* 

 

http://support.igive.com/kb/a243/november-2015-new-member-contest-promotion.aspx?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=causenl151023&utm_campaign=causenewsletter
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Contact Us: 
Iowa PVA 

  7025 Hickman Rd., Suite #1 

Urbandale, IA  50322  

 

515-277-4782      

888-909-4782   

515-277-8165—Fax 

 

iowapva1@yahoo.com 

iowapvakim@yahoo.com        

   iowapvalin17@yahoo.com 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
11/1 - 11/6  Mid Fall National PVA Board of Directors Meeting in Phoenix, AZ 
11/11    IPVA Office Closed  in Observance of Veterans Day Holiday 
11/12   Iowa City VAVS Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
11/12   Quarterly Iowa City VA SCI/D Team Meeting with IPVA at 2:30 p.m. 
11/12   Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC at 6:30 p.m. 
11/14   Iowa PVA Pheasant Hunt in Ogden, IA 
11/18   Iowa PVA Board of Directors Meeting  at 1:00 p.m.  
11/18   Open House / Dedication Ceremony  from 3:00 p.m. -  6:00 p.m. 
11/26 - 11/27 IPVA Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving Holiday 
12/5   Christmas Visit Day at the Iowa Veterans Home 
12/12 - 12/13 Iowa PVA Deer Hunt 
12/14   Action Track Wheelchair Presentation in Cedar Rapids at 10:00 a.m. 
12/16   Iowa PVA Board of Directors Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
12/16   Iowa PVA  Member Christmas Party 
12/14 - 1/4/16 Iowa PVA Office Closed in Observance of Christmas and New Years Holidays 
 

1/18   Iowa PVA Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr.  Day 
 

2/10   Salute to Hospitalized Veterans at the Iowa Veterans Home 
2/15   Iowa PVA Office Closed in Observance of Presidents’ Day  
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ATTENTION 
 

Please check out our new and improved web page! [www.iowapva.org]  Many items of interest will be posted 

frequently.  This will bring you news about the chapter between newsletters.  It is a work in progress, but you 

will find it very interesting and informative.   

  

Please provide us with your email address.  We would like to provide you your newsletter and other  

information electronically.  This will make it easier for you and less expensive for us.  
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Wheelchair Basketball 
 

Adaptive Sports Iowa continues to host weekly wheel- 

chair Basketball pickup games in Ankeny. The games are 

held at the First Family Church located at 317 SE Maga-

zine Road. The facility is reserved from 6-8 p.m. every 

Thursday night. Adaptive Sports Iowa will have six 

sports chairs on site.  There is no cost to participate. 

Come out and enjoy the fun. 

Robert K. Rankin 

President-CEO 

Business Telephone 

Systems     

Sales and Service 

CenturyLink Services   

    5444 NW 96th Street   -   Johnston, Iowa  50131 

Phone:  (515) 331-2616   or   (515) 986-5654 Ext. 207 

Fax:  (515) 986-5014   E-mail:  

bobrankin@rankincom.com 
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iGive Shopping Donation Program 

 
Iowa PVA recently became part of the iGive online shopping program. As friends and supporters of Iowa PVA, this is an 

easy and inexpensive (free) way to support our programs and causes. 

 

1. Log in to iGive.com and create a free iGive account. You simply create a login in and password and designate    

      Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter as your cause. By simply creating this account, $5 is donated 

      to us automatically. 

 

2. After your account is created, any online shopping you do from over 1000 participating stores generates a  

      donation to our organization (%). The only catch is that you must log in to iGive and then choose the store you 

      wish to order from.  

 

Please visit the iGive website. You will see that almost every store you can think of is                 

listed as options for your on line shopping needs.  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  
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Are you moving???? 

Don’t forget to notify the office of your new address.  If you are a PVA member, we will let National PVA and  

PN PARAPLEGIA NEWS know where you are moving to, so you won’t miss a single issue.   

Call us at 888-909-4782. 


