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B A 

39th NATIONAL  

VETERANS  

WHEELCHAIR GAMES 

July 11-16, 2019  

Louisville, KY 

Iowa Chargers Team:   Keith Harvey, Robert Juarez, David Graham, Joyce Ellens, Michael Brady and Loren Strong.   

(Not Pictured: David Eddington) 

See article on Page 10 for details about the games! 



 

 

P AGE  2  

IOWA PVA 

ELECTED OFFICES 
 

President 

Jon R. Schneider 
 

Vice President 

Kenneth E. Lloyd 
 

Secretary 

Steven A. Brinkmeyer 
 

Treasurer 

Duane J. Frideres 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Oscar Ballard 

Robert Barnard 

Michael L. Brady 

Lonn J. Cunningham 

David R. Graham 

Keith Harvey 

Larry M. Phillips 
 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Kenneth E. Lloyd 

 

SPORTS DIRECTOR 

Scott Miller 
 

CHAPTER RECORDER 

Gretchen Baldwin 
 

OFFICE STAFF 

Executive Director 

Kimberly J. Gould 
 

Office Manager 

Gretchen Baldwin 

 

NATIONAL SERVICE 

OFFICE 

Gus Gonzalez 

Judy Keeling 

515-323-7544 

800-795-3602 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Gretchen Baldwin 

A Message From The President 

Jon R. Schneider 

SUPPORT THE IOWA PVA 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter relies solely on private donations 

and receives NO government funding!  Your contribution is 100% tax deductible, 

as we are a 501(c)(3) corporation. Support by individual donors and businesses 

enable us to make our services FREE to members. Please support our mission  

through a direct  donation to: 

Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter, 7025 Hickman Rd, Suite #1 

Urbandale, IA  50322 

BACK TALK 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

August 21, 2019 
 

VA modifies smoke-free policies at health care  

facilities to include workers aimed at increasing the quality 

of care for Veterans 
 

As part of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) commitment to a smoke-free health care environment 

for Veterans, in October, the department will extend its smoke-free policies to include employees at its health 

care facilities. 
 

This follows the department’s June 10 announcement of a new policy restricting smoking by  

patients, visitors, volunteers, contractors and vendors at its health care facilities. The integration of these two 

efforts guarantees a fully smoke-free environment for Veterans. 
 

“This policy change is consistent with our mission to promote a healthy environment for patients,  

visitors and employees at our facilities and is an important element of improving our health care  

system,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It will reduce the harmful effects of smoking, including exposure 

to second and third-hand smoke, as well as increase safety and reduce fire hazards caused by smoking.” 
 

The VA has collaborated with key stakeholders to update and recertify the employee policy to be consistent 

with department’s commitment to Veterans and the community. Implementation of the employee smoke-free 

policy will be completed no later than January 2020 based on employee  

union-negotiated timelines. 
 

The Veterans Health Administration’s (VHA) smoke-free policy applies to cigarettes, cigars, pipes, any other 

combustion of tobacco and non-Federal Drug Administration approved electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

including but not limited to electronic or e-cigarettes, vape pens or e-cigars. 
 

To learn more about health risks associated with smoking, visit the Surgeon General’s website at 

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/tobacco/index.html or https://smokefree.gov/. 

 

VHA has resources and programs to assist employees in their smoke free journey and these can be found at the 

following VHA website at https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/quit-tobacco/ 

 

For additional information about the policy visit 

https://vaww.va.gov/vhapublications/admin/ViewPublication.asp?Pub_ID=8424. 

 

I found this recent News Release and thought many of you would be interested in reading 

it.  As many of you may have noticed, the smoking shacks at the Des Moines VA have been 

removed.  This is a movement for better health.     -JRS 
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From the Desk of the National Director 

Kenny Lloyd 

                                                    Iowa Chapter Trapshoot 
 

This is our sixth year for doing the trapshoot in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and I believe they are getting 

better every year. We had forty eight shooters participating at our event.  Not all of them shot all 

three hundred rounds but may have only shot two hundred rounds. When you shoot at our  

trapshooting event, you have the option to shoot separately at singles, handicap and/or doubles. 

Each event you must shoot one hundred rounds and most of our shooters do shoot all three   

hundred rounds for the weekend.  
 

Before the trapshoot that weekend we have a pistol shoot competition. The winner was Brian  

Delaney from the Cal-Diego Chapter and the second place winner was Dave David from the  

Wisconsin Chapter.  For the first time, our Iowa chapter had an Iowa Team consisting of Kim 

Gould, Oscar Ballard, Scott Miller, Melanie Sickles and me. Our team did not place, but hopefully 

next year with some practice; we can place at some of the shoots.  
 

Below are the winners of our shoot. 
 

Final Placements  
High Overall            Dave David  

High Overall SCI     Hank Ebert  
 

                                           1st                                            2nd  

A/ Long Yardage  Monte Kloubec   No Second Place  

B/ Mid yardage Paul Carlson   Mark Hawn  

Short Yardage Ryan Hovak   Jacob Lynch  
 

Singles  

A Class  Brad Prull   Carson Bader  

B Class   Joe Prudden   Errol Lindsey  

C Class   Whitney Prudden  No Second Place  

D Class   Jim Anderson   Cameron Kelso  
 

Doubles  

A Class  Kevin O'Connor  Steve Wagner  

B Class   John Pilotte    No Second Place  

C Class  Jim Simon   Kelley Prull  

D Class  Maddie Prull   Scotty Poehler 
 

To be eligible for the year end prizes you must go to three events. This year, I attended the North 

Central Chapter, Vaughn Chapter and our shoot.  I came in first place for the year in Class D for 

Doubles.  
 

If you are interested in shooting with us, please contact the chapter at 1-888-909-4782 or me at 

515-570-1402. 
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From the Desk of Kim Gould 

National Preparedness Month 

We received the following information from Susan Prokop, National Advocacy Director Paralyzed Veterans of America.  It is directed to 

the chapters, but has very good contact information for our members as well.  If you find yourself a victim of a disaster, feel free to  

contact us at the Chapter or contact your local NSO.  Many would be more comfortable seeking help on your own.  The resources below 

are great places to start. 

 

September is National Preparedness Month to promote family and community disaster and emergency planning now and throughout the 

year. The 2019 theme is Prepared, Not Scared. Be Ready for Disasters. In that spirit, this seemed like a good time to remind chapters and 

staff about the resources and contacts in their communities to assist people with disabilities in an emergency. As you know, most emergency 

preparation and response efforts are handled at the state and local levels and there is a certain degree of responsibility that falls on            

individuals when mass disasters occur. A wealth of information about emergency preparation, response and recovery can be found at 

Ready.gov. 

Disaster Preparedness at the Local and State Level  

 

Partner with your local/state disability coalition - If your chapter has not previously connected with allies in the disability community, 

you should reach out to your local Center for Independent Living (CIL) or Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) - [a directory for 

local CILs and SILCs can be found at www.ilru.org ] or to your state Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system [a directory for which 

can be found at https://www.acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/state-protection-advocacy-systems ]. SILCs and CILS 

have become increasingly active in disaster preparation and response because they are the cross-disability organizations most likely to be 

called upon by local governments in a major disaster.  

Contact your State and Territorial level resources – This page contains contact information for state and territorial emergency            

management agencies and offices - https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies. There, you will find an alphabetical listing by 

state and territory with phone numbers and websites for each office. Officials at these agencies should be able to connect your chapter with 

the individuals responsible for addressing the needs of people with disabilities in an emergency. 

 

Disaster Preparedness at the Regional Level 

 

Reach out to the FEMA Regional Disability Integration Specialist - Each regional office for the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) is supposed to have a Regional Disability Integration Specialist (RDIS) tasked with ensuring that people with disabilities 

are included in preparation, response and recovery plans. Your chapter should consider contacting the RDIS in your state to develop  

relationships with these individuals through invitations to your meetings or other community events. Below is a list of these regional       

disability integration specialists and while some positions are vacant, you can contact the nearest RDIS for referral to an alternative official 

in your region or check with your state emergency management agency. 

 

Rodney Garrott - Chicago Region    Georgette Wallace - Kansas City Region 

External Affairs Director     External Affairs 

Desk: 312-408-4492     Cell:  202-549-5681 

Cell: 202-704-5429     Georgette.wallace@fema.dhs.gov 

Rodney.garrott@fema.dhs.gov 

Federal Resources 

 

Department of Homeland Security - This link - https://www.dhs.gov/civil-rights-emergencies-and-disasters - connects to a website for the 

Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties that contains resources for ensuring nondiscrimination 

in disaster preparation, response and recovery. It includes: 

 Materials from Listening Sessions in Areas of Past Disasters 

 Recommendations for Emergency Managers for Improving the Delivery of Disaster Assistance to Survivors with Disabilities 

 Other Resources for Ensuring Nondiscrimination in Disaster Preparation, Response, and Recovery 

 Requesting Technical Assistance 

 Filing a Complaint 

 Training Materials and Webinars 

 

Department of Veterans Affairs  - Although the VA’s role in natural disasters and catastrophic emergencies is to provide support to the 

Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and DHS, it nevertheless seeks to ensure the preservation of its health system operations 

and that veterans continue to receive all assistance to which they are entitled. In the event of a natural disaster in your area, the Veterans  

Crisis Line - 1-800-273-8255 – connects to aid available from the VA. More information about the VA’s SCI/D outreach program, housing 

assistance from the VA, medical equipment support and other help in a disaster for veterans and their families can be found at 

https://www.disasterassistance.gov/information/veterans. 

 

Some VA medical centers and VISNs have also put out preparedness information such as this from VISN 8 - 

https://www.visn8.va.gov/hurricane_tips.asp - with tips about “go packs”, family hurricane survival kits, what to do after the storm and 

more. Check your own VISN website for similar information.  

http://www.ilru.org
https://www.acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/state-protection-advocacy-systems
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies
https://www.dhs.gov/civil-rights-emergencies-and-disasters
tel:18002738255
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/information/veterans
https://www.visn8.va.gov/hurricane_tips.asp
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Automobile Adaptive Equipment Program for Non Service Connected Veterans 

By NSO Gus Gonzalez 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides a benefit known as Automobile Adaptive Equipment 
to help Veterans with non- service connected disabilities to adapt their vehicles for their medical needs 
and care. This benefit is designed to assist veterans that require assistant to enter and exit a vehicle or 
operate the vehicle with independence.  

The most common modification or adaptive equipment that meet this benefit are raised roofs, raised 
doors, wheelchair tie downs for passenger usage, air conditioning and lifts for entering and exiting the 
vehicle 

Non-service connected veterans must meet the following criteria:  

1. Must provide vehicle title and proof of purchase.  
2. Must be enrolled in primary care and request a consult by a VA physician.  
3. The Veteran and caregiver must attend a driver's safety training course and be evaluated by the 

driver rehabilitation specialist.  
4. The Veteran and caregiver will be trained by the driver rehabilitation specialist on how to safely 

operate their vehicle with the adaptations.  
5. Upon completion of the driver's training course, VA prosthetics will approve installation of the 

proper adaptations. 

A prescription is required from your physician to obtain the modifications or adaptive equipment.  

If any questions arise regarding Automobile Adaptive Equipment Program for Non Service Connected 
Veterans benefits, please contact Gus Gonzalez, NSO @ 515-323-7544, or @GustavoG@PVA.gov. 

 

 



 

 

P AGE  6  

Have you considered including Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America in your will or trust? 
 

“It takes a notable person to plant a seed for a tree that will one day provide shade for someone he may never meet” 

 

This type of donation will serve as an investment in our organization that will reap  our members bene-

fits for many years to come. 

BACK TALK 

5th Annual Iowa PVA Pheasant Hunt 

November 2, 2019—Saturday 

IPVA and Michael Martin will be hosting our 5th Annual Pheasant Hunt at Michael’s 

preserve in Madrid, IA.  Volunteers will be available for any needed assistance.   

Dogs will be provided.  Our Chapter’s track chair (donated from ITC and its employ-

ees) will also be on-site.  Lunch will be provided at a nearby BBQ.   

This event is FREE to any IPVA member.    

You MUST register to attend.  Please contact Kenny Lloyd at 515-570-1402 to  

register and obtain further details.  Deadline to register is October 26, 2019 
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 September  
 

Daniel D Allsup   Sept 5 

Cathy D Guy    Sept 5 

John P Cornally   Sept 6 

Lana D Gillaspie   Sept 10 

Rusty J. Bettcher   Sept 10 

James L. Cooper   Sept 12 

Scott M Miller   Sept 12 

David A Eddington  Sept 13 

Ronald D Smith   Sept 13 

Dean Ray Blumanhourst  Sept 15 

Glen E Fahrenkrug   Sept 15 

Clark J Wedderspoon  Sept 20 

LeRoy A Petersen   Sept 22 

Michael J Hoeger   Sept 24 

Jim M Boniface   Sept 25 

Garry L Davis    Sept 26 

October 
 

 

Richard D. Straw   Oct 5 

Brian A Ries    Oct 5 

James M Gephart   Oct 12 

Jeff W. Mullin   Oct 16 

Randall L Andersen  Oct 18 

Thomas R Sankey   Oct 23 

Ian J Ralston   Oct 26 

Vernon D. Daniels, Sr.  Oct 29 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

9/2  Office Closed - Labor Day Holiday 

9/7  Sweet Rides for Charity - See page 21 for details 

9/12  Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC - 6:30 pm 

9/20  RSVP’s Due for Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet - See Page 24 

9/21  Iowa PVA Golf Outing - Warrior Run in Norwalk - See Page 7 

9/21  Midwest PVA Fishing Event Fish Fry - Cedar Rapids - See Page 19 

9/26  BOD/Membership/Caregivers Support Meeting at IPVA Office - 11:00 am 

9/26  Iowa PVA Annual Election 

9/27-29 Music Therapy Retreat, Camp Okoboji - See Page 15 

9/28  15th Annual Adapted Living & Recreation Expo - See Page 5 
 

10/4  Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet - Ramada Tropics, Des Moines, IA - See Page 24 

10/10  Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC - 6:30 pm 

10/14  Office Closed - Columbus Day Holiday 
 

11/2  Pheasant Hunt - See Page 6 

11/7  Progressive Keys to Progress - See Page 22 

11/9  IVH Pool Tournament - See Page 14 

11/11  Office Closed - Veterans Day Holiday 

11/18 –11/20 National PVA Fall Board of Directors Meeting - Orlando, FL 

11/28-11/29 Office Closed - Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

12/11  IPVA Christmas Party 

12/14-15 Deer Hunt - See Page 12 

12/24-1/3/20 Office Closed for Christmas and New Year’s Holiday 

BACK TALK 
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The Mission Statement of Paralyzed Veterans of America  
  
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally chartered veterans service organization  founded in 1946, has         

developed a unique expertise on a wide variety of issues involving the special needs of our members-veterans of the armed 

forces who have experienced spinal cord injury or dysfunction. 

  

PVA will use that expertise to be the leading advocate for: 

  

 Quality health care for our members, 

 Research and education addressing spinal cord injury and dysfunction, 

 Benefits available as a result of our members’ military service, 

 Civil rights and opportunities which maximize the independence of our members. 

 

To enable PVA to continue to honor this commitment, we must recruit and retain members who have the experience,  

energy, dedication, and passion necessary to manage the organization and ensure adequate resources to sustain the  

programs  essential for PVA to achieve its mission. 

BACK TALK 

 

NOTICE REGARDING DONATIONS MADE DIRECTLY TO                        

THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA – IOWA CHAPTER 

  

  88% OF EVERY DONATION MADE DIRECTLY TO THE  PARALYZED  

 VETERANS OF AMERICA – IOWA CHAPTER GOES  DIRECTLY TO THE 

EIGHT DESIGNATED PROGRAMS SUPPORTED BY THE PARALYZED  

 VETERANS OF AMERICA - IOWA CHAPTER. 

  
  THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA - IOWA CHAPTER  RELIES 

SOLELY ON DONATIONS AND GRANTS AND RECEIVES NO  

 GOVERNMENTAL FUNDING.  ADDITIONALLY, THE IOWA  CHAPTER 

DOES NOT UTILIZE TELEMARKETING OR DIRECT MAIL SOLICITATION 

OF DONATED FUNDS. 

  
  ALL DONATIONS MADE DIRECTLY TO THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF 

AMERICA - IOWA CHAPTER SUPPORTS LOCAL VETERANS AND IOWA 

CHAPTER MEMBERS. 

  
  YOUR DONATIONS SUPPORT BOTH SERVICE CONNECTED AND  

 NON-SERVICE CONNECTED DISABLED VETERANS. 

  
PLEASE SEE THE MOST RECENT FULL INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT AND IRS FORM 990 

UNDER THE FINANCIALS TAB OF OUR WEB SITE AT www.iowapva.org.   

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT KIMBERLY GOULD,  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 515-277-4782 ANY TIME DAY OR NIGHT.  
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National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
By Joyce Ellens 

 

The great city of Louisville, KY hosted the 39th Annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games (NVWG) from 

July 11-16 this year.  There were 563 athletes from 44 states and 1 team from England.  Our Iowa Charger 

Team consisted of 5 athletes- 1 being a first-time participant, 8 family/caregivers, 1 coach, and 1 NVWG  

official mentor. 
 

The week started out being hot and humid but got more pleasant as the week went on.  The location of the 

event was close to hotels and some events were held outside at a festive area called 4th Street Live inviting the 

public to be involved and cheer on athletes from all over the country.  The convention center was a great 

venue, the expo featured new products and services for veterans, people were friendly, and  

competition was both fierce and fun! 
 

Some great improvements this year were seen with air rifle and air pistol.  The NVWG brought in a new 

computerized system for each veteran that recorded results in real time with a screen that each veteran could 

watch next to them.  Anyone who was involved in air guns loved this improvement!  Microsoft also  

introduced new adaptive gaming controls for videogames, which is not a sport, but widely popular! 
 

This year Iowa Chargers team member, David Graham, applied for and got accepted to be a NVWG official 

mentor.  We missed seeing David compete in his events, however, it was an honor for him to be chosen and 

he got the opportunity to officiate as well as see all the “behind the scenes” work of the NVWG. 
 

Throughout the week our team competed in events such as: wheelchair basketball, quad rugby, power soccer, 

air guns, swimming, table tennis, softball, boccia, 9 ball, slalom, bowling, and track and field events.  Our 

Iowa Chargers Team represented Iowa well, bringing home 5 gold, 4 silver, and 2 bronze medals.  Way to 

represent Iowa Chargers!  The closing ceremony featured a great video to highlight all the events and inspire 

us all to continue with our passions in our own communities.  That video is on YouTube under the 39th 

NVWG, check it out and get inspired! 
 

The 40th Annual NVWG will be hosted by Portland, Oregon from July 3-8, 2020.  Registration opens in  

January 2020 and is on a first-come, first-served basis.  Let’s grow our Iowa Team for 2020! 
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ATTENTION 
 

Please check out our webpage! [www.iowapva.org]  Many items of interest will be posted frequently.  This 

will bring you news about the chapter between newsletters.  It is a work in progress, but you will find it very 

interesting and informative.  You can also check us out on Facebook! 

  

Please provide us with your email address.  We would like to provide you your newsletter and other  

information electronically.  This will make it easier for you and less expensive for us.  

BACK TALK 



 

 

Please feel free to contact us by mail, telephone or email… 
 

Iowa PVA, 7025 Hickman Rd., Suite #1, Urbandale, IA  50322  
     515-277-4782 or 1-888-909-4782 

 

iowapva1@yahoo.com, iowapvakim@yahoo.com, or iowapvagretchen1@yahoo.com 

P AGE  12  

Deer Hunters 

ANNUAL SHOTGUN DEER HUNT    

December 14 & December 15, 2019—Saturday and Sunday 
 

Our Annual Deer Hunt will be held Saturday and Sunday at the Lloyd Family 

Farm in Union, Iowa.  This event is always fun with good hunting.   

Our Chapter’s track chair (donated by ITC and its employees) will also be  

on-site for participants to use.   

Lunches will be provided by Pauline Lloyd.   

The event is FREE to any IPVA member 

 

 

You must register to attend.   

Please contact Kenny Lloyd at  

515-570-1402  to register and obtain  

further details.   

Deadline to register is  

NOVEMBER 30TH.  

BACK TALK 
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Veterans Day Parade (August 12) 

Iowa State Fair—Des Moines  

We had about 25 people “walking and rolling” in the parade.   

Very touching to have fairgoers clapping and giving standing  

ovations to our members—our Heroes!  



 

 

MANY THANKS  
to the people and/or organizations who have donated directly to  

Iowa PVA  from July 4 -  August 31,  2019 
 

Alberts, Dan (monthly) 

Amazon Smile 

Baldwin, Gretchen 

Ballard, Oscar 

Cordle, Misty 

Delany, James (monthly) 

Gould, Kim 

Hartford Sportsmen Club of Hartford Iowa (monthly) 

Iowa One Gift Donation (monthly) 

Jordison, Dennis 

Juarez, Robert 

Keul, Ralph 

Kolnes, Elmer (In Memory of Delores Kolnes) 

Leary, Timothy & Laura (monthly) 

Miller, Scott 

Morrison, Heidi (monthly) 

O’Brien, Carol 

Padilla, Joe 

Personal Training (monthly) 

Phillips, Larry and Mary Lou 

Sankey, Tom and Deb 

Simons, Tish (monthly) 

Swietlik, Steven and Sandra   

THANK YOU—THANK YOU 
 

To the people and/or organizations who have donated directly to the Mid-

west PVA Fishing Event from July 4,  -August 31, 2019 
 

 Direct Tools—Factory Outlet 

Kyle Robinson—Kyle’s Framing & Gallery 

Riverside Casino & Golf Resort 

P AGE  14  
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IVH Pool Tournament 

Date/Time:  November 9, 2019, at 9:00 am - completion  

Location:  Iowa Veterans Home, Malloy Building,  LRC Room 
 

This event is FREE and open to anyone.  But, you must shoot pool  

from a wheelchair!  Trophies and monetary awards given!! 
 

Please RSVP  by November 1st by calling the IPVA office at   

515-277-4782 or 888-909-4782.    Come have fun with us!!! 
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Paralyzed Veterans of America issued a press release on August 5, 2019, regarding Democracy Forward's  

request on behalf of PVA for a federal court to lift its hold on PVA's lawsuit to compel the Department of 

Transportation to issue a long-overdue rule to make airplane restrooms accessible to travelers with disabilities. 

Today’s action results from DOT ignoring its Congressional mandate to address this issue and continuing to 

deny full restroom access for veterans and travelers with mobility impairments: 
 

“Travel issues continue to be a leading complaint of PVA members, and we intend to keep the pressure on 

DOT to meet their legal obligations,” said David Zurfluh, national president of Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

“Our nation’s veterans and all people with disabilities deserve better.” 
 

“DOT’s unlawful delays for three years have left travelers with disabilities subject to severe discomfort and 

puts our health at risk,” said Tom Wheaton, U.S. Navy veteran and national treasurer of Paralyzed Veterans of 

America. “A two-hour flight can equal up to four hours or more without access to a restroom.” 
 

Full press release can be found using the link below:  

https://www.pva.org/about-us/news-and-media-center/recent-news/dot-backtracks-on-legal-obligation-to-take-

action-/ 

https://www.pva.org/about-us/news-and-media-center/recent-news/dot-backtracks-on-legal-obligation-to-take-action-/
https://www.pva.org/about-us/news-and-media-center/recent-news/dot-backtracks-on-legal-obligation-to-take-action-/
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Keys to Progress Vehicle Giveaway Event 
 

 
Since the start of Progressive’s Keys to Progress

®
 program in 2013, Progressive has donated considerable 

time and resources to provide more than 600 veterans with reliable transportation so they can get back on 
the road and move forward in life. We’ve also donated vehicles to veteran organizations dedicated to 
military-focused community outreach and, in 2018, we gave away our first commercial truck to help a 
veteran fulfill his dream of becoming an entrepreneur and starting his own owner-operator business.  
 

The program’s main event is a one-day giveaway held at Progressive offices and affiliated vehicle repair 
facility locations across the United States. We’ll be holding our 7

th
 annual Keys to Progress vehicle 

giveaway event on November 7, 2019, with the goal of giving away another 100+ vehicles to veterans and 
their families and veteran organizations.  

 
Each year on this special day, Progressive–together with affiliated network auto-body shops, the National 
Auto Body Council (NABC), business affiliates and several military and charity organizations–presents the 
refurbished vehicles to the recipients during a special giveaway ceremony held during the week of 
Veterans Day.   
 
Progressive representatives team up with salvage companies and NABC member auto-body shops to 
identify and repair vehicles for this cause. We also work with military and charity organizations to find 
deserving veterans in need of a vehicle and gather their stories. Vehicles are donated to recipients through 
1-800-Charity-Cars.  
 
As a company, we see the need in our communities to provide support to military men and women who 
may be facing tough circumstances in life – from difficult personal and family health needs, to excessive 
rent burdens, unemployment and even homelessness. One of Progressive’s Core Values is the Golden 
Rule. The Keys to Progress program is a great way to put that into action, extending the principle to people 
who have given so much for their country.  
 
The events have been a great success, attracting the attention of media and communities across the 
country.  This You Tube video helps to explain why. Now, it’s time to work with all of you who will help us 
do this year’s event. We look forward to creating even more memories and opportunities for deserving 
veterans and their families.  
 
We want to provide at least one veteran per event location with a refurbished vehicle.  We plan to hold 
the events on Thursday, November 7, 2019, between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm at most locations, so 
please mark this date and time on calendars now so you can participate with us! 
 

Progressive thanks you for joining with us to support this important effort.   
 
1 Keys to Progress video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUu97BMicc8  
 

 
 

 

If needing additional information regarding the above giveaway, please contact our office at 515-277-4781. 
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Are you moving???? 

Don’t forget to notify the office of your new address.  If you are a PVA member, we will let National PVA and  

PN PARAPLEGIA NEWS know where you are moving to, so you won’t miss a single issue.   

Call us at 888-909-4782. 

ANNUAL DINNER  AND AWARDS BANQUET 

 

The Board of Directors of the Iowa Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of   

America would like to invite you to their Annual Dinner Meeting and Awards 

Banquet on Friday evening: 

October 4, 2019 

at the Ramada Tropics Resort & Conference Center  

at I35/80 and Merle Hay Road in Des Moines, IA 
 

4:30 p.m.  Bingo 

5:30 p.m. Social Hour, and Appetizers 

6:30 p.m. Dinner  

(Dinner will consist of Seared Chicken Breast topped with Chipotle Corn Sauce, House Salad with French 

and/or Homemade Ranch Dressing, Red Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetable, Rolls and Dessert) 

Program and Awards will be presented following dinner 
 

Please RSVP to the Iowa PVA office by close of business  

on Friday, September 20, 2019 at 515-277-4782 or  

iowapvakim@yahoo.com or iowapvagretchen1@yahoo.com  

(Dress is Business Casual) 


